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FP7 Glossary

ACC – Associated and Candidate Countries

A number of countries with an agreement to participate in FP7 and the candidate countries. ACC partners have the same status as partners from EU-member states. Associated countries are: Iceland, Norway, Liechtenstein, Switzerland and Israel.

Candidate countries are: Turkey, Croatia, Serbia and the FYROM.

In all FP7-projects an EU-MS or an ACC country must be a partner.

CALLS FOR EXPERTS:

A public invitation to express expertise in a given field. Click here for details of current calls for experts and specialists in various aspects of EU RTD Policy.

Call for proposals

The European Commission publishes calls for proposals. It is an open invitation to write a research proposal addressing the Work Programme. Calls for proposals are officially published in the European Union Official Journal and on Cordis.

CAP - Common Agriculture Policy

The set of legislation and practices adopted by the Member States of the European Union in order to provide a common, unified policy on agriculture. The CAP is the most integrated of the Community-wide policies implemented by the EU. It aims to ensure that agriculture can be maintained over the long term at the heart of a living countryside. This means that the policy is targeted not just at agricultural producers but also at the wider rural population, consumers and society as a whole.

Capacities

The Commission’s proposals for the FP7 Capacities Specific Programme aim to enhance research and innovation capacities throughout Europe and ensure their optimal use.
CFP - Common Fisheries Policy 

A set of common rules and regulations covering all aspects of Community policy and activities in the fisheries sector.

CFS - Certificates on the Financial Statements

Certificates on the Financial Statements are used to enable the Commission to ensure that the costs charged to a European Community funded research project meet the conditions for financial support. In most contracts, contractors shall provide financial certificates prepared and certified by an external auditor (for public bodies by a competent public officer). A CFS is mandatory for every claim (interim or final) in the form of reimbursement of costs (Form C) whenever the amount of the EC contribution is equal or superior to EUR 375,000 when cumulated with all previous payments for which a CFS has not been submitted. Once a CFS is submitted, the threshold of EUR 375,000 applies again for subsequent EC contributions but the count starts from 0. Although the threshold is established on the basis of the EC contribution, the CFS must certify all eligible costs.

The financial certificate shall certify that the costs:

· are incurred during the duration of the project,

· are recorded in the accounts of the contractor,

· are determined in accordance with the usual accounting principles of the contractors,

· meet the other main contractual requirements regarding eligibility of costs (except for necessity).

Consortium

A Consortium is a group of organizations (e.g. universities, research institutes, governmental and non-governmental organization, large industries and SMEs) working together as partners in an FP7-project.

Consortium Agreement

The Consortium Agreement is a document that partners finalize amongst themselves, which allows them to define in detail the administrative and management provisions necessary to carry out their project.

Contractor

A project participant who has a wide-ranging role in the project throughout its lifetime. Means a signatory to the contract (and the JRC when it participates in the contract via an administrative agreement), other than the Community.

Cooperation

The specific programme on 'Cooperation' supports all types of research activities carried out by different research bodies in trans-national cooperation and aims to gain or consolidate leadership in key scientific and technology areas.

The Cooperation programme is sub-divided into ten distinct themes. Each theme is operationally autonomous but aims to maintain coherence within the Cooperation Programme and allowing for joint activities cutting across different themes.

CPF - Contract Preparation Forms 

For successful proposals, the Commission will enter into negotiations to prepare a contract. The necessary administrative information from the consortium is collected in a set of forms, called Contract Preparation Forms (CPFs). For preparing these forms, coordinators have to use software called CPF editor (to be downloaded at http://www.cordis.lu/fp6/find-doc.htm#cpf). The electronic templates for the CPFs, pre-filled with data from the proposal, will be sent to the coordinator together with the letter opening the contract negotiation.

The CPFs cover only the administrative data of the contract. In addition to the administrative CPFs, coordinators have to provide a description of the work, the final version of which will be an annex to the contract.

Coordinator

The coordinator is the organisation coordinating the preparations and execution of an FP7-project. The coordinator is responsible for all communications with the European Commission, he will submit the proposal, negotiate the grant agreement, and inform the European Commission about the progress of the project through reports. Although the coordinator has many additional responsibilities, he is, legally, equal among the other partners.

Cordis

Cordis is the official website and database of FP7. All information you need about FP7, projects and proposals you can find on http://cordis.europa.eu.

COST:

European Cooperation in the fields of Scientific and Technical research.

Council of the European Union

The Council of the European Union (in this case: the Competitiveness Council) consists of all ministers of EU-member states responsible for the knowledge economy on a national level. The Council of ministers, in agreement with the European Parliament decides on the European research and development policy. The Council of ministers is not directly involved with the individual projects in FP7.

Deadline

For the majority of calls, proposals have to be submitted by a fixed deadline (date and time). Deadlines are absolutely firm and enforced to the minute by the Commission. No exceptions are made for extenuating circumstances (failure of courier services to deliver on time, strikes, bad weather, late airplanes, trains, crashing computers etc.). Do not take a chance - proofread your proposal carefully and send it in early and to the exact address specified in the call.

Deliverable

A deliverable represents a verifiable output of the project. Normally, each Work Package will produce one or more deliverables during its lifetime. Deliverables are often written reports but can also take another form, for example the completion of a prototype, etcetera.

EC – European Commission

The European Commission is the executive body of the European Union. It drafts proposals for new European laws, which it presents to the European Parliament and the Council. It manages the day-to-day business of implementing EU-policies and spending EU-funds. The EC drafts the Work Programmes for FP7 and controls the FP7-projects.

EP – European Parliament

The European Parliament is a directly elected Parliament representing the citizens of all European Member states. The European Parliament, in agreement with the Council, decides on the European research and development policy. The European Parliament is not directly involved with the individual projects in FP7.

EPSS – Electronic Proposal Submission System

All research proposals must be sent to the European Commission electronically. The Electronic Proposal Submission System is an on-line tool to prepare and submit an FP7 research proposal. It is obligatory to use this system to submit your proposal.

ERA – European Research Area

The European Research Area is a concept to create an “European internal market” in research, an area of free movement of knowledge, researchers and technology; structuring and coordinating national research policies and activities and developing a common European research policy. FP7-projects are an instrument to help achieving the objectives of the European Research Area.

ERA NET

The ERA-NET scheme will be the principal means for the Sixth Framework Programme to support the co-operation and co-ordination of research activities carried out at national or regional level. The scheme will be financed as a part of the specific programme "Integrating and strengthening the European Research Area".

ERC – European Research Council

The European Research Council, composed of a Scientific Council and a dedicated organization will implement EU frontier research activities. Research areas covered will be independent of the thematic orientations of other parts of the Framework Programme, and will include engineering, social sciences and the humanities. The Scientific Council is responsible for the governance of the ERC and consists of 22 representatives of the European scientific community at the highest level.

ETP – European Technology Platform

This is a new Euro buzz word introduced late 2003, as part of the planning for FP7. Initially it was a set of meetings per important technology sector at which the major European actors could be mobilized to identify strategies and future directions. It was initially seen to be an open initiative with no funding. However, the pilots that have been set up are essentially closed and will seek funding in FP7 perhaps using Article 171. European Technology Platforms provide a Framework for stakeholders, led by industry, to define research and development priorities, timeframes and action plans on a number of strategically important issues where achieving Europe’s future growth, competitiveness and sustainability objectives is dependent upon major research and technological advances in the medium to long term. They play a key role in ensuring an adequate focus of research funding on areas with a high degree of industrial relevance.

Evaluation procedure

After proposal submission each proposal is individually evaluated. This is done by an independent evaluation commission of experts in the field. The experts in an evaluation commission do not work for the European Commission. They work on personal basis and can not be influenced by outsiders.

EU-MS – European Union Member States

The European Union Member States are Sweden, Finland, Denmark, Lithuania, Estonia, Latvia, Ireland, United Kingdom, Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany, Poland, Austria, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Slovenia, France, Portugal, Spain, Italy, Greece, Romania, Bulgaria, Malta and Cyprus. In all FP7-projects one or more EU-MS or ACC must be a partner.

European Technology Platform

This is a new Euro buzz word introduced late 2003, as part of the planning for FP7. Initially it was a set of meetings per important technology sector at which the major European actors could be mobilized to identify strategies and future directions. It was initially seen to be an open initiative with no funding. However, the pilots that have been set up are essentially closed and will seek funding in FP7 perhaps using Article 171.

FP7 – Seventh Research Framework Programme

“Framework Programmes” (FPs) have been the main financial tools through which the European Union supports research and development activities covering almost all scientific disciplines. FP7 is the short name for the Seventh Framework

Programme for Research and Technological Development. This is the EU’s main instrument for funding research in Europe and it will run from 2007 to 2013. The EC budget for the next seven years is € 50.5 billion.

Gantt chart

A Gantt chart shows the timing of the different WPs and their components from start to finish of the project. A Gantt chart is part of almost all project proposals.

GPF – Grant Preparation Forms

If a project is invited to start negotiations all partners have to fill out the Grant Preparation Forms electronically using the GPF-editor. The Grant Preparation Forms give additional information on your organisation and the grant you apply for.

Grant Agreement

The Grant Agreement is the legal agreement between the European Commission and the Consortium. It states the start- and end-date of the project the amount of the grant and all legal provisions. The Grant Agreement is signed by all partners.

ICP – Information Contact Point

Many third countries are setting up specialised information services to help researchers participate in European research. Many ICPs provide similar support as the NCP in the EU and ACC countries. ICPs are the first to contact if you have any questions about FP7.

ICPC – International Cooperation Partner Countries

International Cooperation Partner Countries are lower-income, low-income, lower-middle-income and upper-middle-income countries targeted by the European Commission to increase research cooperation. Organisations from these countries can participate and receive funding in FP7, providing that certain minimum conditions are met. Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Kazakhstan and Armenia are all International Cooperation Partner Countries and thus eligible for funding.

IDEAS (= ERC Specific Programme)

A specific programme, ‘Ideas’ fosters Investigator-driven ‘frontier research’, within the framework of activities commonly understood as ‘basic research’, and is a key driver of wealth and social progress, as it opens new opportunities for scientific and technological advance, and is instrumental in producing new knowledge leading to future applications and markets.

IPR - INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

For EC co-financed projects, Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) normally belong to the project participants. For projects or actions where the EC bears the full cost the property is generally the property of the Community.

IPR HELP DESK

Established by the Innovation Programme to help protect Intellectual Property Rights and to assist with patent issues. More info: www.ipr-helpdesk.org. 

IRC - Innovation Relay Centre

Created to help local companies access the European technology market by promoting their technologies across Europe, and by identifying and importing technological solutions. The IRC network has become a leading European network for the promotion of technology partnerships and transfer between SMEs. More info: www.ircnet.lu. 

JRC: JOINT RESEARCH CENTRE:

The "official mission" of the JRC is to: provide customer-driven scientific and technical support for the conception, development, implementation and monitoring of EU policies. As a service of the European Commission, the JRC functions as a reference centre of science and technology for the Union. Close to the policy-making process, it serves the common interest of the Member States, while being independent of special interests, private or national.

KBBE – Knowledge Based Bio-Economy

The primary aim in funding Food, Agriculture and Biotechnology research under FP7 is to build an European Knowledge Based Bio-Economy (food, feed, forest, fisheries, agriculture, aquaculture, chemistry, etcetera) by bringing together all industries and economic sectors that produce, manage and exploit biological resources and related services, supply or consumer industries, such as food, fisheries, forestry, agriculture, etcetera. The Knowledge Based Bio-Economy will play an important role in a global economy, where knowledge is the best way to increase productivity and competitiveness and improve our quality of life, while protecting our environment and social model.

Legal entity

Legal entities are natural persons or any legal persons created under the national law of their place of establishment, under Community law or under international law, having legal personality and being entitled to have rights and obligations of any kind in their own name.

Marie Curie fellowships

Within the PEOPLE programme there are a number of different grants which allow individual researchers or groups of researchers to work in another country. These fellowships are named after the double Nobel Prize laureate Marie Curie.

NCP – National Contact Point

NCPs are national structures established and financed by governments of the 27 EU-member states and the states associated to the Framework Programme. NCPs give personalized support on the spot and in proposers’ own languages.

The NCP systems in the different countries show a wide variety of architectures, from highly centralised to decentralised networks, and a number of very different actors, from ministries to universities, research centres and special agencies to private consulting companies. This reflects the different national traditions, working methodologies, research landscapes and funding schemes. NCPs are the first to contact if you have any questions about FP7. More info: http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/get-support_en.html. 

Partner search

To participate in European research it is almost always necessary to be part of an international Consortium. It is not always easy to find the right partners within your own network. To facilitate the building of strong Consortiums, Cordis, NCPs, ICPs and a number of dedicated European projects help you to find partners.

PC – Programme Committee

The Programme Committee is a management body to the European Commission. The Committee consists of expert from all EU-MS and ACC. The Programme Committee must approve the Work Programmes, the evaluation procedure and Grant Agreements. The Programme Committee can have considerable influence in drafting the Work Programme.

People

The Commission's proposal for the FP7 Specific Programme on 'People' aims to improve the quality of the human resources in European R&D and increase the number of employees working in the European R&D sector. It aims to achieve its goals by promoting a career path in research, encouraging European researchers to stay in Europe and making Europe more attractive to the best researchers from around the world. At the same time, training and career development of researchers will be actively supported.
Pert diagram

A Pert diagram is a clear representation of the interdependencies of the different Work Packages. A Pert diagram is part of almost all project proposals.

Project

A project under FP7 is a Research and Development project. The aim is always to create or facilitate the creation of new knowledge. The exact objectives and activities of an FP7-project are laid down in the Grant Agreement. A project can have a number of activities: research, training, demonstration, management and other activities.

PO – Project officer

The project officer is the officer of the European Commission responsible for the project on the part of the European Commission. The project officer negotiates the terms of the project on behalf of the EC, monitors the progress of the project and approves reports. All communication with the EC goes through the coordinator and the project officer.

Proposal

In order to get EC funding for a project, applicants have to write a complete and detailed proposal describing the objectives, relevance and planned activities in a project. Proposals are individually evaluated by a team of independent experts. Only the very best project proposals will get funding.

SICA – Specific International Cooperation Action

A topic in the Work Programme for which it is obligatory to have a number of third countries from a specific region.

SME - Small or Medium Enterprise

An independent commercial business with less as 250 employees and less than 50 million euros in annual revenues.

Specific Programme (SP)

"Cooperation", "Ideas", "People", "Capacities" and the specific programme for activities of the Joint Research Centre (JRC)

Third countries

Third countries are all non-EU-MS and non-ACC countries. In principle all third countries can participate in FP7-projects. However, only International Cooperation Partner Countries can get funding from the European Union.

Work Package

FP7-projects are, in general, complex projects. To improve the management of the project the work is divided into Work Packages. Each Work Package in a project is managed by a Work Package Leader.

Work Programme (WP)

The individual ‘Work Programmes’ are the detailed implementation plans for the specific programmes research themes and other activities under FP7. They specify the concrete scientific-technical, economic and societal objectives of each activity, providing both a broad background and the detailed technical content. They project a ‘road map’ of the planned calls for proposals. They also indicate for each call the instruments that will be available and the evaluation criteria that will be applied.

What is FP7?
FP7 is the short name for the Seventh Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development. This is the EU's main instrument for funding research in Europe and it will run from 2007 to 2013.

The EC budget for the next seven years is € 50.5 billion and the Euratom budget for the next five years is € 2.7 billion. Overall, this represents a 41% increase from FP6 at 2004 prices and 63% at current prices.

FP7 is also designed to respond to Europe’s employment needs and competitiveness.

FP7 supports research in selected priority areas - the aim being to make, or keep, the EU as a world leader in those sectors.

How is FP7 made up?

FP7 is made up of 4 main blocks of Activities forming 4 specific programmes plus a fifth specific programme on nuclear research:

Cooperation - Collaborative research (Budget €32,365M)
· Health (Budget €6,050M)
· Food, Agriculture and Biotechnology (Budget €1,935M)
· Information and Communication Technologies (Budget €9,110M)
· Nanosciences, Nanotechnologies, Materials and new Production Technologies (Budget €3,500M)
· Energy (Budget €2,300M)
· Environment (including climate change) (Budget €1,800M)
· Transport (including Aeronautics) (Budget €4,180M)
· Socio-economic sciences and Humanities (Budget €610M)
· Security (Budget €1,350M)
· Space (Budget €1,430M)
Ideas - European Research Council (Budget €7,460M)
· Frontier research Actions

People - Human Potential, Marie Curie Actions (Budget €4,728M)

· Initial training of researchers - Marie Curie Networks

· Life-long training and career development - Individual fellowships

· Industry-Academia pathways and partnerships

· International dimension - outgoing and incoming fellowships, international cooperation scheme, reintegration grants

· Excellence Awards

Capacities - Research capacities (Budget €4,217M)

· Research infrastructures

· Research for the benefit of SMEs

· Regions of Knowledge

· Research Potential

· Science in Society

· Support to the coherent development of research policies

· Specific Activities of international cooperation

Nuclear research and training (Budget €2,751M)

· Fusion energy - ITER

· Nuclear fission and radiation protection

Joint Research Centre (Budget €1,751M)

· Direct Actions in Euratom

· Non-nuclear Actions

Basic Requirements:

Who can participate?

· Any undertaking, university or research centre or other legal entity, whether established in a:

· Member State (MS) - The EU-27, or

· Associated Country (AC) - with science and technology cooperation agreements that involved contributing to the framework programme budget, or

· Candidate Country (CC), or

· Third Country - the participation of organizations or individuals established in countries that are not Member States, candidates or associated should also be justified in terms of the enhanced contribution to the objectives of FP7.
· Joint Research Centre (JRC) - is deemed to be established in another MS or AC.

· International organizations and participants from third countries can participate only if in addition to the minimum.

Conditions for participation

· Minimum number, as a general rule at least 3 independent participants from 3 different Member States (MS) or Associated countries (AC) (one for coordination & support Actions)

· Additional conditions can be established by the work programme or specific programme (number or type of participant, place of establishment)

· Specific conditions apply for:

· Frontier research Actions (in SP “Ideas”), at least 1 legal entity established in a MS or AC 

· For specific cooperation Actions dedicated to International Cooperation Partner Countries (ICPC) – minimum is 4 participants, 2 of which from MS or AC and another 2 from ICPC countries unless otherwise foreseen in work programme
Eligibility for funding

· Legal entities from MS and AC or created under Community law (and JRC) 

· International European interest organizations

· Legal entities established in international cooperation partner countries (ICPC), and

· International organizations and legal entities from third countries other than AC or ICPC may receive funding only if:

· provided for in SP or WP; or 

· the EC financial contribution is essential for carrying out the Action; or

· provision for funding is provided for in a bilateral agreement between Community and the third country

Third parties
Third parties carrying part of the work

· Subcontracts: tasks have to be indicated in Annex I (See page 15)

· awarded according to best value for money 

· external support services may be used for assistance in minor tasks (not to be indicated in Annex I) 

· Specific cases: EEIG (European Economic Interest Grouping), JRU (Joint Research Units), affiliates carrying out part of the work (special clause)

Third parties making available resources

· “Third parties”: to be indicated in Annex I, 

· Costs may be claimed by the beneficiary

Resources “free of charge” may be considered as receipts

Terminology
Sources: Financial Regulation/ Implementing Rules (FR/IR) & FP7/ Rules for Participation (RfP)
· “Contract” becomes “Grant Agreement”

· “Contractor” becomes “Beneficiary”

· “Instruments”  become “Funding Schemes”

· “Audit certificate” becomes “Certificate on Financial Statement”

Grant agreements & current status

· General model grant agreement
· Specific model grant agreement for ERC actions
· Specific model grant agreement for Marie-Curie actions
Similarities with FP6 contract

· Structure: 

· Core part: Grant Agreement parameters (GA), 

· Annex I: Description of Work (DoW), 

· Annex II: General Conditions,

· Annex III: Specific provisions for funding schemes

· Annex IV, V & VI: Forms A,B & C

· Annex VII: Form D terms of reference for the certificate of costs and Form E certificate on the methodology (NEW)

· Consortium Agreement mandatory (except if excluded by Call)

FP6 contract-FP7 Grant Agreement - Differences & Improvements 
· Financial provisions

· Payment modalities

· Eligible costs

· Indirect costs

· Certificates

· Third parties

· Upper funding limits

· No financial collective responsibility

· Other provisions

· Reporting

Funding Rules

General principles

Forms of grants

· Reimbursement of eligible costs is the preferred method, particularly at the beginning of FP7

· Flat rates: a percentage for indirect costs or scales of unit costs
· Lump sum amounts, in particular as option for participants from ICPC
· Combination possible (will be used for ERANET-PLUS)

Principles of co-financing and no profit

Payment modalities
· One pre-financing (upon entry into force) for the whole duration

· Interim payments based on financial statements (EC contribution= amounts justified & accepted x funding rate)

· Retention (10%)

· Final payment
Eligible Costs

· Eligible 

· actual

· during duration of project

· in accordance with its usual accounting and management principles 

· recorded in the accounts of beneficiary

· used for the sole purpose of achieving the objectives of the project

· Non-eligible (identifiable indirect taxes including VAT…)

· Average personnel costs accepted if:

· Consistent with the management principles and accounting practices &

· they do not significantly differ from actual personnel costs = if identified according to a methodology approved by the Commission (NEW)
Indirect Costs 
· For all: 

· either actual overhead or simplified method*

· flat rate of 20% of direct costs minus subcontracting and 3rd parties costs not used on the premises of the beneficiary. 

· For Non profit Public Bodies, Secondary and Higher Education establishments, Research Organisations and SMEs unable to identify real indirect costs:

· flat rate of 60% for funding schemes with RTD (for calls up to 31/12/2009).

· For Coodrination and Support Action (CSA)

· limit of 7% of direct costs

*simplified method 

· A participant may use a simplified method to calculate its indirect costs if this is in accordance with its usual management and accounting principles

· Why this new approach?

· to introduce a way to facilitate the transition from the Additional Cost model (abolished) towards the declaration of actual indirect costs 
Certification
Certificate on financial statements (CFS)

· Mandatory for beneficiaries when its requested funding reaches 375,000 Euro (except for project of 2 years or less: CFS must be submitted but only at the end)

· If above the threshold, mandatory for that beneficiary, except if a certification on the methodology is provided

Certificate on the methodology (NEW)

· Aims at certifying the methodology of calculating (average) personnel costs and overheads
· On a voluntary basis, must be accepted by EC, valid throughout FP7

· Particularly aimed at legal entities with multiple participation

· Waives the obligation of certificates for interim payments 

· Simplified certificate for final payments

Advantages of certificates on methodology:

· The EC will receive consistent certifications  and cost claims clean from errors

Beneficiaries in many projects will have to submit less certificates

· EC and beneficiaries will have less processes to handle: less certificates (=less funds spend on certificates)

· Beneficiaries will gain legal security

· EC gains significantly in terms of assurance on legality and regularity

· Auditors will provide information according to a specific format specified via agreed terms of reference (ToR)

· ToR are annexed to the grant agreement (Annex VII)

· "Agreed upon Procedure" AUP is derived from common practice in audits and corresponds to international audit standards

· 2 types of certificates: Report of factual findings on

· expenditure verification – certificate on financial statements (Form D)

· system verification- certificate on the methodology (Form E)

Who can provide these certificates?

· Qualified auditors under the 8th Directive on statutory audits

· Independent

· Public bodies, secondary and higher education establishments and research organisations may opt for a competent public officer

Upper funding limits

· Reimbursed will be according to the type of action and/or activity

· Research and technological development activities: up to 50% of eligible costs. 

· However, it can be up to 75% for:

· Non profit public bodies, secondary and higher education establishments and research organisations, SMEs, and 

· Security related research (in certain cases)

· Demonstration activities: up to 50%

· Other activities including management: up to 100%
	
	Non-profit public bodies, secondary and higher education establishments, research organisations and SMEs
	All other organisations

	Research and technological, development activities, 
	75%
	50%

	Demonstration activities
	50%
	50%

	Coordination and support actions 
	100%
	100%

	Management, audit certificates and other activities
	100%
	100%


In Theme 2: Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, and Biotechnology Small collaborative projects (“small or medium-scale focused research Actions”) are projects with a requested Commission contribution up to € 3 million, large collaborative projects (“large-scale integrating projects”) and Networks of Excellence between € 3 million and € 6 million and Coordination and Support Actions (CSA) up to € 1 million.

The funding thresholds will be applied as eligibility criteria and the proposals not fulfilling these thresholds are considered as ineligible.

Actions reimbursed up to 100%:

· Frontier research

· Coordination and support

· Training and career development of researchers

[image: image1]
No financial collective responsibility
Guarantee Fund - In FP7 this replaces financial collective responsibility. It will be established and operated by the Commission. Each participant will make a contribution to the guarantee fund of maximum of 5% of the EC contribution, to be returned at the end of the project.

If interest generated proves not to be sufficient to cover sums due to EC, a retention of a maximum of 1% of EC contribution will be made at the project end. There will be an exemption of retention for public bodies, higher and secondary education establishments, legal entities guaranteed by a MS/AC.

Ex-ante financial viability checks limited to coordinators and participants requesting > EUR 500.000 (unless exceptional circumstances)

This is a completely new facility introduced in FP7 to try to counter the many problems experienced in FP6 by the collective Financial Responsibility, especially by SMEs.

The plan is that all participants will be allocated 90% advances instead of 85% as in FP6. However 5% will be withheld and put into a central guarantee fund managed by the European Investment Bank. Thus in practice they will still receive 85% net as in FP6. The interest on the deposits will be kept by this fund.

When a project completes, this 5% will be returned to the participants with the final payment except for participants not covered by government guarantees (i.e. most commercial organisations except state owned ones). Those participants will have 1% withheld by the fund if required.

If during a project, a partner defaults financially and the partners decide as a result to terminate the project, then the fund will ensure that they are all paid for completed accepted work. If the partners decide to continue work, then the fund will compensate the project for any lost funding caused by the default. In both cases the Commission would then pursue the defaulting partner for the lost funds. Any recovered funds would go back into the guarantee fund.

However, there is “technical responsibility” to carry out the project jointly and severally vis-à-vis the Commission. 

Reporting
· Periodic reports to be submitted by coordinator 60 days after end of period:

· overview of progress of the work, including a publishable summary report,

· use of the resources and 

· Financial Statement (Form C)

· Final reports to be submitted by coordinator 60 days after end of project:

· publishable summary report, conclusions and socioeconomic impact,

· covering wider societal implications and a plan on use and dissemination of results.

· Commission has 105 days to evaluate the report and execute the corresponding payment 

· No tacit approval of reports

· After reception Commission may:

· Approve

· Suspend the time-limit by requesting revision/completion

· Reject the report them giving justification, possible termination

· Suspend the payment

Eligible Consortia

In most cases EU research funding through FP7 is to be sought by building a consortium in order to submit a project proposal in response to a call. The eligibility of these consortia also varies according to different conditions related to the type of Action of funding schemes. The minimum conditions for eligibility are summarized as follows:

Funding schemes under the Cooperation Programme

	Funding Scheme
	Description
	Scope

	Large collaborative research projects
	Large projects focusing on research and development
	5-6 million euros,

10 – 15 partners

	Small collaborative research projects
	Small projects focussing on research and development
	3 million euros,

5 – 8 partners

	Networks of Excellence (NoE)
	Large projects focussing on increased cooperation in a scientific field
	5-6 million euros,

10 – 15 partners

	Specific Support and Coordination Actions

(CSA)
	Service projects to bring different actors together on a specific topic, do benchmark studies, etc.
	1 million euros,

1 - 15 partners

	Specific International Cooperation Action

(SICA)
	Research projects dedicated to third countries where there is mutual interest on the basis of both the S&T level and the needs of the countries concerned.
	Minimum of 2 ICPC-partners and 2 EU-partners


Collaborative Projects and Network of Excellence

At least three legal entities (defined as organizations or individual researchers as above) must participate, each of which is established in a Member State or Associated Country, and no two of which are established in the same Member State or Associated Country. All three legal entities must be independent of each other, meaning they are not subsidiaries of the same organization or of each other. 

Specific International Cooperation Actions (SICA)

While participants from non-EU or Associated Countries are still eligible consortium members for most projects, special conditions apply for collaborative projects addressing the participation of international cooperation partner countries in parity with Member States or Associated Countries. These minimum conditions, mainly relevant to the International Cooperation Activities under the specific programme for Capacities, as identified in the work programme, are the following: (a) At least four legal entities must participate; (b) at least two of the legal entities referred to in point (a) must be established in Member States or Associated countries, but no two may be established in the same Member State or Associated country; (c) at least two of the legal entities referred to in point (a) must be established in international cooperation partner countries, but no two may be established in the same international cooperation partner country; (d) All four legal entities referred to in point (a) must be independent of each other in Accordance with Article 6 of the RFP.

Coordination And Support Actions, And Training And Career Development Of Researchers 

For support Actions, and Actions in favor of training and career development of researchers, the minimum condition shall be the participation of one legal entity.
For the coordinating type the minimum condition shall be three independent legal entities each of which is established in a Member State or Associated country, and no two of which are established in the same Member State or Associated country. 

Investigator-Driven ‘’Frontier’’ Research Projects

For indirect Actions to support investigator-driven ‘frontier’ research projects funded in the framework of the European Research Council, the minimum condition shall be the participation of one legal entity established in a Member State or in an Associated Country. 

Sole Participants

Where the minimum conditions for an indirect Action are satisfied by a number of legal entities, which together form one legal entity, the latter may be the sole participant in an indirect Action, provided that it is established in a Member State or Associated country. The participation of natural persons will ensure that the creation and development of scientific excellence and ability are not limited to Community funding of projects involving only legal persons, ensuring also the participation of SMEs that are not legal persons.

Intellectual Property Right (IPR)

Definitions

Background: Information which is held by participants prior to their accession to the grant agreement, as well as copyrights or other intellectual property rights pertaining to such information, the application for which has been filed before their accession to the grant agreement, and which is needed for carrying out the project or for using foreground;

Foreground: The results, including information, whether or not they can be protected, which are generated under the project. Such results include rights related to copyright, design rights, patent rights, plant variety rights or similar forms of protection;

Access Rights

	
	Access rights to pre-existing know-how
	Access rights to knowledge resulting from the project

	For carrying out the project
	Yes, if a participant needs them for carrying out his own work under the project

	
	Royalty-free unless otherwise agreed before signing the contract
	Royalty-free

	For use purposes (exploitation + further research)
	Yes, if a participant needs them for using his own knowledge

	
	On non-discriminatory conditions to be agreed
	Royalty-free unless otherwise agreed before signing the contract


THEME 2 of FP7 COOPERATION PROGRAMME:

Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, and Biotechnology (FAFB)

Budget: €1.935 billion (2007 - 2013)

The advancement of knowledge in the sustainable management, production and use of biological resources (microbial, plant and animal) will provide the basis for safer, eco-efficient and competitive products and services for agriculture, fisheries, feed, food, health, forest-based and related industries. Important contributions to the implementation of existing and prospective policies and regulations in the area of public, animal and plant health and consumer protection are anticipated. New renewable energy sources will be supported under the concept of a European knowledge-based bio-economy.

What's the benefit for citizens?

Science, industry and society will come together to address the social, economic and environmental challenges of sustainable management of biological resources. They will also exploit advances in microbial, plant and animal biotechnologies to develop new, healthier, ecoefficient and competitive products and services. Rural and coastal development will be addressed by boosting local economies whilst preserving our heritage and variety of cultures.

What's the benefit for researchers?

Research will be carried out on the safety of food and feed chains, diet-related diseases, consumer food choices and the impact of food and nutrition on health. Research activities will include:

· Sustainable production and management of biological resources from land, forest, and aquatic environments: enabling research on sustainable production systems; plant and animal production and health; animal welfare; fisheries and aquaculture, including exploitation and sustainable use of their biodiversity.

· Tools to implement relevant strategies, policies and legislation supporting the European knowledge based bio-economy.

· The integrity and control of the food chain ("fork to farm") will be subject to research, addressing food, health and well-being.

· Life sciences and biotechnology for sustainable non-food products and processes will develop improved crops and forest resources, feed-stocks, marine products and biomass technologies for energy, environment, and high added value products such as materials and chemicals.

Several European Technology Platforms contribute to setting common research priorities in various fields, like food technologies and processes, plant genomics, forestry and forest-based industries, global animal health, and animal farm breeding. 

What's the benefit for industry and SMEs?

The creation of a European Bio-Economy is expected to open the way for innovations and effective technology transfer, aiming to include all industries and economic sectors that produce, manage and otherwise exploit biological resources as well as related services from the supply or consumer industries. These activities are in line with the European strategy on life sciences and biotechnology and is expected to promote competitiveness of European agriculture and biotechnology, seed and food companies and in particular high-tech SMEs, while improving social welfare and well-being.

Main Areas available in FP7 Food, Agriculture and Fisheries and Biotechnology

Activity 2.1: Sustainable production and management of biological resources from land, forest and aquatic environments

Area 2.1.1
Enabling Research

Area 2.1.2 
Increased sustainability of all production systems (agriculture, forestry, fisheries and aquaculture); Plant health and crop protection

Area 2.1.3
Optimized animal health, production and welfare across 



agriculture, fisheries and aquaculture

Area 2.1.4
Socio-economic research and support to policies

Activity 2.2: Fork to farm: Food (including seafood), health and well being

Area 2.2.1
Consumers

Area 2.2.2
Nutrition

Area 2.2.3
Food processing

Area 2.2.4
Food quality and safety

Area 2.2.5
Environmental impacts and total food chain

Activity 2.3: Life Sciences, biotechnology and biochemistry for sustainable non-food products and processes

Area 2.3.1
Improved biomass and plant based renewables

Area 2.3.2
Bioprocesses

Area 2.3.3
Environmental biotechnologies; Use of waste and by-




products

SME Relevant Research

The work programme of Theme 2 is designed to attract industrial participants, in particular SMEs. These might be: end-users of new technologies (such as breeding companies, SMEs or agricultural cooperatives involved in the production, packaging or control of foods or feeds, etc); technology providers (mainly engineering companies) or technology-based biotechnology companies (agricultural or industrial biotechnology). It is expected that SMEs are involved in all relevant research projects that aim to support the competitiveness of European industries, in particular those dealing with the concrete industrial application of new technologies or research results, or the development of industrially relevant technologies.

International Cooperation

International cooperation with participants from third countries is supported and encouraged throughout all areas of this Theme, and all topics are open to cooperation with third countries. In addition, a series of “Specific International Co-operation actions” (SICA) are dedicated to international co-operation with partners from International Cooperation Partner Countries (ICPC), to jointly address, on the basis of mutual benefit, problems of shared interest, or that third countries face or that have a global character.

· Co-operation with ICPC will be supported, taking into account their needs with a view to contribute to the UN Millennium Development Goals of eradicating extreme poverty and hunger and to ensure environmental sustainability.

· Specific International Co-operation actions on commonly agreed priorities will be undertaken with major partner regions and countries - particularly those involved in bi-regional dialogues and bilateral S&T agreements as well as European neighborhood countries and emerging economies. 

· Multilateral co-operation actions involving broad international consortia of industrialized, emerging and developing countries world-wide will be carried out to address either challenges requiring broad international efforts (such as the dimension and complexity of systems biology in plants and micro-organisms) or to address global challenges and EU international commitments (e.g. international standards for food quality and safety and drinking water, global spread of animal diseases, equitable use of biodiversity). 

The priorities for actions have been identified in close cooperation with stakeholders from these regions and countries (Mediterranean, Russia, Balkan, etc.) through specific workshops. 

Cross-Thematic Approaches

Among the areas represented in the FAFB theme, are many with an interdisciplinary character thus allowing contribution from bio-, nano- and information technologies.

FABF engages in research activities that contribute to the wider objectives of, or are complementary to research in, other Themes of the Cooperation programme:

1. Systems biology/bioinformatics – relevant to Theme 1 "Health" and Theme 3 "ICT".

2. Factors impacting health – relevant to Theme 1 "Health".

3. Biodiversity and its sustainable exploration for the production of biological resources – relevant to Theme 6 "Environment", which deals with the conservation of biodiversity and natural resources.

4. Novel biotechnology approaches and improved biotechnologies for the production of bioenergy/biofuels - relevant to biofuels/bioenergy activities under Theme 5 "Energy" and Theme 6 "Transport".

5. Novel biotechnology approaches and improved biotechnologies for the production of renewable biomaterials – relevant to biomaterials research under Theme 4 "Nanosciences, Nanotechnologies, Materials and new Production Technologies".

6. Actions that focus on risk perception and communication, understanding of consumer behavior and on wider stakeholder dialogue, including civil society organizations – relevant to “Science and Society” aspects.

In addition, research and technology development relevant to FAFB may be carried out under other Themes, in particular those of Theme 1 (basic biological processes, system biology, bioinformatics, biotechnological tools and processes, etc.), Theme 3 (development and/or application of ICT tools relevant to this Theme), Theme 4 (development and/or applications of nanotechnologies and nano-materials relevant to this Theme, i.e. in the area of food packaging) and Theme 10 "space" (space based observation and monitoring systems).

Other specific programmes (“Ideas”, “People” and “Capacities”) may also have application to the areas and topics within this Theme, such as frontier research supported through the European Research Council.

European Technology Platforms (ETPs) related to Food, Agriculture, Fisheries & Biotechnology

Led by industry, ETPs provide a framework for stakeholders, to define research and development priorities, timeframes and action plans on a number of strategically important issues where achieving Europe's future growth, competitiveness and sustainability objectives is dependent upon major research and technological advances in the medium to long term.

 

Food for Life (http://etp.ciaa.be/asp/home/welcome.asp)
The ETP Food for Life Vision for 2020 and beyond was launched in Brussels on 5 July 2005. The next stage, currently underway, is the development of a Strategic Research Agenda (SRA) affording a dynamic strategy for achieving this vision and meeting the innovation challenge, and a detailed Implementation Plan that describes the research, training, education and dissemination requirements needed to fulfill the vision and strategy. 

The main deliverables will include: 

· a platform for quicker and more effective, consumer-oriented food innovation and critical mass 

· a forum for ensuring an effective multidisciplinary/integrating approach 

· improved managing or direction of the knowledge infrastructure 

· a base for competitive activities 

· durable career opportunities within the European agro-food sector 

· an effective means of generating and leveraging funding 

· sustainable business models (including IPR) 

· an enabling environment for pre-competitive research and competitive consortium establishment 

· education and training of persons in various disciplines 

· identification and exchange of best practices.

 

Forest - Based Sector (http://www.forestplatform.org/index.php?cid=ftp%20)

This platform aims at defining and implementing the sector’s R&D roadmap for the future and is supported by a wide range of stakeholders. The Forest-based sector technology platform is an industry-driven process, embedded in industry reality, and supporting the sector’s strategy.

The 5 Strategic Objectives are:

1. Development of innovative products for changing markets and customer needs

2. Development of intelligent and efficient manufacturing processes, including reduced energy consumption

3. Enhancing availability and use of forest biomass for products and energy

4. Meeting the multifunctional demands on forest resources and their sustainable management

5. The sector in a societal perspective

 

Global Animal Health (http://ec.europa.eu/research/agriculture/technology_platforms_en.htm#3)

The initiative is being set up to deliver new or improved tools, in particular vaccines and diagnostics, for the control and prevention of major animal diseases both in the developing world and in Europe.

 

Plants for the Future (http://www.epsoweb.org/Catalog/TP/index.htm) 

A new era for plant biotechnology is promised as the European Technology Platform “Plants for the Future” is developing.

The strategic research agenda identifies five challenges for Europe’s society to which the plant sector can contribute:

1. Healthy, safe and sufficient food and feed 

2. Plant-based products – green chemicals and bioenergy 

3. Sustainable agriculture, forestry and landscape 

4. Vibrant and competitive basic research 

5. Consumer choice and governance

 

Farm Animal Breeding and Reproduction (http://www.fabretp.org/) 

aims to support stakeholder involvement in the set up of a partnership led by industry to tackle major issues concerning sustainable animal breeding and reproduction in Europe, and taking into account what is happening in the developing world.

 

Industrial Biotechnology Section (http://www.suschem.org/content.php?pageId=2534) 

The research topics brought forward by this technology platform, address the great challenges and needs faced by our society today including energy use, transport, health, and communication technology. The Platform’s goal is to contribute to a sustainable quality of life for all Europe’s citizens.

NCP Network

The network of National Contact Points is the main structure to provide guidance, practical information and assistance on all aspects of participation in FP7.

NCPs are national structures established and financed by governments of the 27 EU member states and the states associated to the framework programme. NCPs give personalized support on the spot and in proposers' own languages.

The NCP systems in the different countries show a wide variety of architectures, from highly centralized to decentralized networks, and a number of very different actors, from ministries to universities, research centers and special agencies to private consulting companies. This reflects the different national traditions, working methodologies, research landscapes and funding schemes.

Find your National Contact Point: http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ncp_en.html 

TrainNet Future Project
The overall objective of the TrainNet Future project is to raise the quantity and quality of research projects from participants as partners or coordinators - particularly from Candidate Countries - in all types of instruments, in Thematic Priority 5 “Food Quality and Safety” (TP5) of FP6 and FP7. Thereby, the project ensures an increased number of successful participants for FP6 and fosters the cooperation between research communities from Member States, Associated and Candidate Countries, thus contributing to the creation of a real European Research Area.

This overall objective is achieved by two major lines of activities: 

1. capacity building and supporting the network of the National Contact Points (NCP) and support organisations, in Candidate Countries and Member and Associated States, and 

2. by supporting the research communities in Candidate Countries with tailor-made information, assistance and services. 

The consortium of the TrainNet Future project comprises 26 partners from 25 countries.

For further information, please visit our website on: http://trainnetfuture.tetalap.hu/pages/e_02.html 

Relevant Documents:

FP7 Factsheets [PDF]

Guides for Applicants:

Guide for applicants - NoE [PDF]

Guide for Applicants – Collaborative Project [PDF]

Guide for Applicants – Coordination [PDF]
Guide for Applicants – Supporting [PDF]

All the relevant documents are on: http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.CooperationDetailsCallPage&call_id=16 

Legal documents for implementation:

Rules for submission, evaluation, selection, award [ZIP] 

ERC Rules for submission, evaluation, selection, award [PDF] 

Standard model grant agreement [HTML] 

ERC model grant agreement [HTML] 

Marie Curie model grant agreement [HTML] 

Rules on verification of existence, legal status, operational and financial capacity [PDF] [EN] [FR] [DE] 

Guidance documents:

DRAFT Guide for beneficiaries [PDF] 

DRAFT Guide to Financial Issues [PDF] 

DRAFT Guide to IPR [PDF] 

DRAFT Checklist for the Consortium Agreement [PDF] 

DRAFT Negotiation Guidance Notes [PDF] 

Reporting guide [Not yet available] 

Ethics Review:

Ethics check list [HTML] 

Supporting documents [HTML] 
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(*) Research and technological development includes operational activities directly related to the protection of foreground and coordination of research activities.


 (**) Other activities means any "specific activity" covered by Annex I.


(***) For beneficiaries that are non profit public bodies, secondary and higher education establishments, research organisations and SMEs


(****) The reimbursement of indirect eligible costs, in the case of coordination and support actions, may reach a maximum 7% of the direct eligible costs, excluding the direct eligible costs for subcontracting and the costs of reimbursement of resources made available by third parties which are not used on the premises of the beneficiary.



